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Physical address: 
 

129 North Market Street 

Selinsgrove, PA 17870  
 

 

Mailing:  
 

PO Box 119 

Selinsgrove, PA 17870 
 

Phone: (570) 374-8289 
 

Email: allsaints@ptd.net 

 

Priest in Charge: 
 

Canon Paul C. Donecker 
 

Phone: (570) 524-7050 

Email: archdpcd@aol.com 

Office hours: Mon 9am-10am 

           Wed 9am-12n 

 

Administrative Assistant: 
 

Charissa Brady 

Office hours:  Mon & Wed 

                  9:30am-3pm 
 

Vestry: 
 

Senior Warden: Jim Rogers 

Clerk of the Vestry: John Ranck 

Treasurer: Laura Keister 

Assist. Treasurer: Jim Rogers 
 

Members: 
 

John Ranck (2022) 

Dena Gentner (2023) 

Bruce Johnson (2023) 

Pat Nace (2023) 

Bart Ryan (2024) 

Kathy Boushie (2024) 

 
     It has been wonderful to see our congregation back in 

the pews on Sunday morning and to share conversation 

during coffee hour.  We are still missing singing, Passing of 

the Peace, and communion of both kinds, yet all else is 

back. 

     It has been a long time coming, but it appears that we 

are on the road to a new normal.  This new normal gives us 

the opportunity to share the goodness of All Saints with 

family, friends, and neighbors.  Please share with them the 

joy of gathering together for worship, for friendship, for 

coffee, and conversation. 

     For many of us this pandemic has caused us to reflect on 

our core values and our core relationships.  I am convinced 

there are many people of faith who would welcome the 

opportunity to join with others to strengthen their faith and 

gather with other people of faith. 

     So be bold, share your joy of worshiping in person again 

and invite others to experience the goodness of All Saints 

and our Episcopal ways.                                                 PCD 

The mission of All Saints Episcopal Church is to be enriched and transformed by the love 

of God through worship, education, service, generosity and conversation. 

http://allsaintsepiscopalofselingsgrove.com/
mailto:allsaints@ptd.net
mailto:archdpcd@aol.com
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For Women in Colombia, Savings Groups Provide a Safety Net 

     Episcopal Relief & Development’s Savings with Education program empowers women to improve 

their lives and those of their families.  Our local partners provide the groups’ structure and educational 

training, but the group members do the real work.  Each savings group consists of 15 to 25 community 

members, primarily women, who come together to jointly save, and in turn, take out loans from their 

shared savings fund.  All the group’s funds belong to the members and come from their own savings and 

interest-earning lending activities.  Member loans are often used to start and expand small businesses – 

and during the pandemic, the groups have provided a crucial safety net. 

     In Colombia, Episcopal Relief & Development is working with the Diocese of Colombia to bring the 

SwE program to women in underserved communities.  The program has had particular success with 

expanding its reach to indigenous Mizak communities in the mountains of Guambia and with engaging 

communities in Cartagena and Ibague.  Last year, 80 savings groups with approximately 1,160 members 

received virtual support. 

     Bertha, a SwE group member, says the group has been especially important for her because of the 

pandemic.  “I was left without a job, and I had to reinvent myself to be able to have an income for my 

personal expenses.  I made the decision together with another member of the savings group to 

manufacture homemade tamales.”  She says she’s grateful to the savings group, which supported the 

purchase of needed materials. 

     Jacqueline is also grateful for her SwE group, which feels like family.  The group has kept her family 

afloat during the pandemic.  “We have not been infected by the COVID-19 virus, but we have been 

financially affected.  My husband, also an active member of the savings group, was unemployed.  We 

have obtained psychosocial support, receiving a lot of motivation to continue with our savings through 

economic activities, such as dessert sales among others, looking for the means to maximize our resources 

and stay active in this great family. 

 

Greeters Ministry 

     We are continuing to follow the COVID protocols when we gather on Sundays for worship. 

 Parking Lot Greeters will welcome and direct people to walk to the Market Street entrance 

to the parish hall. 

 Entryway Greeters will welcome and take & record the temperature of all who enter. As 

guests arrive, they will be requested to share complete information with address and phone 

numbers in case contact tracing be necessary.  All who enter will also be encouraged to 

immediately use hand sanitizer. 

 Hallway Greeters will also welcome and hand all a bulletin for Sunday worship. 

     Remember – Be Safe and Social Distance and thank you to all who safely welcome. 
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9 May 2021 

Coffee hour to be hosted 

by the St. Andrew’s Guild. 

 

     On the board in the parish hall hallway, 

you will always find a full set of the most 

recent Vestry meeting reports, including 

the agenda, meeting minutes of the 

previous meeting, Priest’s Monthly report, 

and full financial report. 

     Also posted will be communications 

from the Diocese of Central Pennsylvania 

and letters from the Bishop. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, 18 May is Municipal Primary 

Election Day 

7am-8pm 

     All Saints will once again transform into a 

local polling place for Selinsgrove.  We had a 

great turnout for the last presidential election 

& we hope to have another great turnout as 

we exercise the opportunity to have our voices 

heard. 

VOTE  VOTE  VOTE 

 

     The St. Mary’s Guild (women) & the 

St. Andrew’s Guild (men) are poised to 

resume gathering.  The idea is to have a 

Saturday breakfast in the parish hall with 

perhaps catered food from one of our local 

eateries or prepared by members. 

 

For up to date information, contact: 

 

Pat Nace – St. Mary’s Guild 

Jim Rogers – St. Andrew’s Guild 

Don’t forget to visit the website and 

read Canon Donecker’s sermons! 

www.allsaintsofselinsgrove.com 
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@allsaintsofselinsgrovepa 

  @allsaintsselinsgrove 

EASTER FLOWERS 

Given for the glory of Almighty God 

in loving memory of 

 MaryAnn & Amanda by Jim Rogers 
 LaRue, John, & Edith by Betty Wertz 
 Dr Margarita Kearns Morales by 

               Carlos Kearns 
 Loved ones of the Rainier & Ryan 

families by Ruth & Bart Ryan 
 Betty Stahley & Marilyn Schramm by 

Terry & Bob Stahley 

 and  

As a Thank Offering 

 For our grandchildren; Noah, 
Ainsley, Haidyn, & Adelaine by Leigh  
           & Paul Donecker 

 For this holy church by Betty Wertz 
 For All Saints Church by Roberta &  

        Tom Garlock 
 Love for all by anonymous 
 

We thank Charles Knapp for his talented 

decoration of the Church for Palm Sunday 

and Easter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

ECW NEWS 

     St. Mary’s Guild will be hosting the 

Father’s Day June 20
th
 coffee hour with a 

brunch to honor the men of the parish as 

has been our custom. 

Episcopal Church Women’s Prayer 

Almighty God, we pray that you will bless our work 

and ministry in the world. Help us to pray 

fervently, labor diligently and give liberally to 

make known the power of your love given through 

son Jesus Christ. Let us not forget the lessons from 

the past nor fear the challenges of the future. 

Anoint us with your grace and shine in our hearts 

as we reflect your light throughout the world.    

Amen 

 
Saint Andrew’s Men’s Guild 

“To Provide an opportunity for the men of All Saints 

to know one another better and as a group to reach 

out to help one another and all members to grow 

personally and spiritually.” 
 

     The St. Andrew’s Guild will host the coffee 

hour on Mother’s day 9 May to honor the 

women of the parish. 
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MARTHA’S TABLE 

Our mission is “to provide a wholesome, well prepared 

meal, at no cost, a safe social outlet and venue for  

companionship to all people who come.” 

     Martha’s Table continues to serve good 

wholesome meals to all who come on the 1
st
, 

3
rd

, & 5
th

 Wednesdays from January to 

November. 

      Martha’s Table  is continuing as a take 

out meal as long as there are restirctions for 

indoor eating. We do miss the fellowship 

and conversations a sit down dinner 

provides.  Hopefully we will be able to have 

an in house meal by fall. 

      We especially want to thank Carol 

Bartoe for her years of service to Marth’s 

Table  and wish her well as she recuperates.  

Ruth Ryan 

 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study 

Spring 2021 

First, Second, and Third John 

     The New Testament canon includes three books 

attributed to someone named John.  These three very 

brief documents are sometimes referred to as letters 

or epistles.   The first reads like a sermon or essay.  

The other two are more like memoranda.  They 

appear to have been composed early in the second 

century by leaders in a cluster of Christian 

communities along the Aegean coast that had been 

established by the Apostle John.  The biblical 

scholar, Raymond Brown referred to these as the 

“Communities of the Beloved Disciple.” 

     Key theological terms that occur frequently in the 

Gospel of John and in these three brief documents 

include, LOVE, LIGHT, TRUTH, and LIFE. 

     Please plan to join us on Wednesday mornings as 

we read and discuss these books from the New 

Testament.  We gather in the parish hall at 10:30am 

and conclude with noonday prayers. 

May 19 Session 1 I John 1: 1- 2: 29 

God is light and in him is no darkness 

May 26 Session 2 I John 3: 1 – 4:6 

Whoever loves a brother or sister lives in the light 

and in such a person, there is no cause for 

stumbling 

June 2 Session 3  I John 4: 6 – 5: 21  

Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will 

be has not yet been revealed.  What we do know is 

this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for 

we will see him as he is. 

June 9 Session 4  II John 1: 1 – 13 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is 

from God.  Everyone who loves is born of God and 

knows God. 

June 16 Session 5 III John 1: 1 -15 

God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.  

Whoever has the Son has life and whoever does not 

have the Son of God does not have life. 

 

Second Sunday at Six 

2
nd

 Sunday at 6 services 

have been suspended 

until further notice. 
Music for Meditation is made possible by your 

generosity & the Rachel Klingensmith Music 

Fund.  If you would like to sponsor a guest 

musician, please let us know.  Your gift will be 

greatly appreciated. 



  

 
6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

2021 Lenten Studies Program 

Reminder for June 

    Due to COVID protocols, our Lenten series 

will begin on Thursday, 4 June at the new time of 

4:00pm.  Any plans for a simple meal following 

the programs will be determined following 

Sunday, 16 May when all planning to attend will 

be contacted.  The simple meal would be soups, 

salads, and bread, plus desserts since we will 

officially no longer be meeting during the season 

of Lent. 
 

The format for the evening is as follows: 

 4:00pm – Presentation & discussion 

 4:45pm – Compline led by the presenter 
 

     If we are able to enjoy a simple Lenten meal 

by that time, we will eat after the presentations & 

discussions, then proceed to a Service of 

Compline. 
 

Below are the dates, presenters, and topics. 
 

3 June: 

Jim Rogers – Anne Ayers &  

John Ranck – The Oxford Table Group 

10 June: 

Dena Gentner – Ruth Bader Ginsburg &  

Laura Keister –Susan B. Anthony  

17 June: 

Bruce Johnson – Reinhold Niebuhr &  

Laura Keister – Pearl Buck 

24 June: 

Bart Ryan – William Stringfellow &  

Ruth Ryan – Elizabeth Cady Stanton 

1 July: 

Paul Donecker – Benjamin Rush &  

Susan Wentzel – James Dekoven 
 

     Each presenter will give out two or three 

questions prior to the presentation to promote 

discussion of their subject. 
 

All are welcome to attend and participate. 

 

The Celebration of Pentecost 

Sunday, 23 May 2020 
 

     According to St. Luke, 50 days 

following the resurrection, the Holy Spirit 

fell mightily upon the timid disciples, 

transforming them into bold apostles.  All 

are invited to wear red as we celebrate 

these on-fire proclaimers of the faith. 

     This year we will celebrate the 

birthday of our church with a birthday 

cake and ice cream.  There will be a 

signup sheet on the media table in the 

parish hall.  St. Mary’s Guild will supply 

red flowering plants to decorate the 

church.   These will be planted in the 

gardens around the church. 

 

Home Communion Kit Delivery 

     Members of All Saints are continuing to 

deliver home communion kits, which include 

a Sunday bulletin, a sermon, & a consecrated 

host for you & your family.  Many thanks to 

the following people who make this ministry 

possible: 

Gary Wentzel, Pat & John Nace, 

Byron Mosser, Chuck Schlegel, 

Bruce Johnson, Paul Donecker,  

Kathy Boushie, and Jim Rogers 
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Prayer List 

Bartoe, Carol- Martha’s Table volunteer 

Belotti, Susan- sister of Lisa Gaugler 

Benfer, Dakota- grandson of Betty Wertz 

Casey, Sharon- friend of Dena Gentner 

Davis, Ruth- friend of Dena Gentner 

Ehrsam, Chris- grandson of Dena Gentner 

Farber, Doris- friend of Susan Wentzel 

Felix, Carol & Jack- family of the Wentzels 

Haritos, AnneMarie- friend of Dena Gentner 

Hoffman, Muriel- member 

Holmes, Phil- friend of the Wentzels 

Hoover, John- retired priest 

Irwin, David- friend of Paul Donecker 

Marbrook, Marilyn & Del- friends of the Johnsons 

Mertz, Joan- friend of Susan Wentzel 

McEvoy, Peggy & Brian- cousins of Dena Gentner 

Minier, Kay- friend of Susan Wentzel  

Mock, Dan- nephew of Susan Wentzel  

Nace, John- member 

Neuman, Jennifer- friend of Paul Donecker 

O’Dowd, Christopher- friend of Krysta Posner 

Posner, Tiffany- member  

Ranck, Debbie, John, & Jessie- members 

Roden, Wendy- member 

Rosito, Sylvia- friend of All Saints 

Ryan, David & Deirdre- Ryan family 

Ryan, Ruth & Bart- members 

Sebastian, Charles- family of Dena Gentner 

Shoemaker, Ashley & Shelly- friends of Dena Gentner 

Shupe, Lillian- daughter of the Ryans 

Smith, Brittany- family of Dena Gentner 

Smith, Sonja & Carson- friends of Susan Wentzel 

Southwell, Becky & Harry-friends of the Wentzels 

Ulrich, Tammy & Bryan- family of the Naces 

Walborn, Bill- friend of the Wentzels 

Welsh, Debbie & Brian- nephew of Gary Wentzel 

Wentzel, Susan & Gary- members 

Wertz, Betty- member 

Wertz, Jeremy- grandson of Betty Wertz 

Wertz, John- son of Betty Wertz 

Willard, Norma- friends of Susan Wentzel 

Zeigler, Becky & Steve- friends of the Wentzels 

Zimmerman, Peg, Randy & Joe- family of Susan  

       Wentzel 

Zimmerman, Doris & Sam- family of Betty Wertz 

 
     Keep using your blue boxes.  

Remember UTO stands for United Thank 

Offering.  So every time you are thankful 

put a few coins in your blue box.  If you 

need a new one, they are available on the 

table in the parish hall. 

     The mission of the United Thank 

Offering is to expand the circle of thankful 

people. 

     The Spring Ingathering will be: 

Mothers Day, Sunday, 9 May 2021 

 

31 May 2021 

 

Top 10 Reasons to be an Episcopalian (according to Robin Williams) 

10. No snake handling.  

9. You can believe in dinosaurs.  

8. Male and female God created them; male and female we ordain 

them.  

7. You don't have to check your brains at the door.  

6. Pew aerobics.  

5. Church year is color-coded.  

4. Free wine on Sunday.  

3. All of the pageantry -- none of the guilt.  

2. You don't have to know how to swim to get baptized.  

And the Number One reason to be an Episcopalian:  

1. No matter what you believe, there's bound to be at least one other 

Episcopalian who agrees with you.  
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 Keep up with the Diocese of Central Pennsylvania website at https://diocesecpa.org/ 

 
     The Rudy Gelnett Summer Music Series is 

an all summer event which hosts a wide variety 

of live music from blues to jazz to rock. Every 

Thursday night down at the Commons in 

downtown Selinsgrove, PA one band will be 

performing. Concert time is 6:30-8:00 pm. 

Bring a lawn chair and join us for a summer of 

beautiful music! 

2021 Concert Schedule 

4 June- A.C. Soul Medicine 

11 June- Runaway Stroller 

25 June- Burgess, Stetz & James 

2 July- Nate Myers & the Aces 

16 July- PA Crude 

23 July- Cadillac Cats 

30 July- Becky Blue Band 

6 July- Ann Kerstetter Band 

13 August- Doug McMinn Blues Band 

 
**All performances will be held in the commons. In the 

event of inclement weather, performances will take 

place at the Selinsgrove REC 429 8th Street, 

Selinsgrove. 

 

  

 

20 June 2021 

Coffee hour will be hosted 

by the St. Mary’s Guild. 

 

https://diocesecpa.org/
https://diocesecpa.org/
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Our New Pollinator Garden  
 

Almighty God, in giving us dominion over things on earth, you made us fellow workers in your creation: Give us 

wisdom and reverence so to use the resources of nature, that no one may suffer from our abuse of them, and that 

generations yet to come may to continue to praise you for your bounty; through Jesus Christ our Lord.     Amen. 

Book of Common Prayer 

 

     As part of our stewardship of the beautiful earth God has given us, All Saints Church will be 

creating a pollinator garden in a sunny location on the south side of our parish hall.  The garden 

will be 10 feet long and 5 feet in length, just enough to give the bees and butterflies a nice place to 

feed from late spring to early fall.  Perennial plants will be used, meaning the plants will return 

and get bigger each year. 

     Pollinator gardens are designed to provide pollen and nectar for bees and butterflies.  As urban 

areas increase, bees and butterflies are having a harder time finding food.  Although we are 

fortunate to live in a rural area, our pollinator garden will still play its part in supporting these 

creatures that are so important in ensuring continued production of fruits and vegetables. 

     The All Saints Pollinator Garden will be planted with native plants, meaning plants that are 

native to this geographic area.  Native plants provide food for the insects that live here, require 

less water, and have developed their own natural defense systems, making them more resistant to 

disease.  That means no pesticides needed to help the garden look good. 

     The Penn State University website provides great information on plants native to 

Pennsylvania/the Northeast.  Using this resource, native plants in our pollinator garden will 

include: swamp milkweed, Joe Pye weed, black-eyed susans (rudbeckia), monarda (bee balm), 

liatris, butterfly weed, New England aster, cardinal flower, and bleeding hearts.  Although swamp 

milkweed doesn’t sound very appealing, it is the key food source for Monarch butterfly 

caterpillars.  Since the Monarch butterfly population has declined by 90% in the past 20 years, 

we’ll definitely include some swamp milkweed! 

     All Saints parishioners offering to assist with the pollinator garden include Charissa Brady, 

Kathy Boushie, Roger Keister, Wendy Roden, and Terry Stahley.  Weather permitting, we hope to 

break ground before the end of April and complete planting before the end of May.  While it will 

take a year or two for plants to get established, the garden should offer some blooms this year.  

Caring for a garden does take some routine maintenance, including light weeding. Please see 

Kathy Boushie if you have a little time to offer your assistance this summer.  Who knows, in 

addition to bees and butterflies, you may just see the occasional hummingbird! 
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Newsletter 
     We are excited to announce that the 2021 

Supervised Summer Camp will be in-person 

this year.  Camp will start 7 June with the 

final day being 13 August.  We have 50 

spots available.  Register online.  We will 

have 12 counselors and more volunteers to 

help facilitate the exciting curriculum and 

field trips. 

     Our Drop-in, Mentoring, Tutoring, and 

Teen Leadership Clubs are running strong!  

It’s hard to believe it’s almost the end of the 

school year.  Look for opportunities this 

summer for older kids to stay engaged as 

well. 

     Our food security program keeps 

growing, with 115 families signed up.  The 

mobile Food Pantry bus continues to make 

stops in four surrounding towns every other 

week.  Every Thursday there is the food 

pantry that is open to everyone.  We are 

grateful for the support of Sunoco in 

Selinsgrove, Starbucks and Dr. T for their 

generous donations. 

     We thank you for supporting us during 

these times to creatively, compassionately, 

and collectively make our community a 

better place to live, learn, and serve. 

 

Summertime at the Gazebo 

(now located at the commons) 

Bring your lawn chairs and blankets and enjoy the 

sounds of music every Tuesday, starting at 6:30pm-

8:00pm  at the Selinsgrove Commons on Market 

Street.   

2021 Concert Schedule: 

8 June – Gift Troutman Gift 

15 June – Strawberry Ridge 

22 June – Danville Community Band 

29 June – Clickard Consortium 

**In case of inclement weather, the concert will be held 

at The REC at 429 Eighth Street, Selinsgrove  

 

     Our mission here at All Saints is to be enriched and 

transformed by the love of God through worship, 

education, service, generosity, and conversation.  One 

of the ways that we uphold our mission is by creating, 

growing, and using our endowment funds to grow our 

support of our community. 

 

     We want to say  to the following people 

who have continued to support our efforts through this 

pandemic and contributed to our endowment funds in 

2020-2021! 
 

St. Nicholas Fund – Joe Koletar, Paul Donecker, 

St. Mary’s Guild, Charles Knapp, & Susan & Gary 

Wentzel  

Donald Stanley Sunday Morning Music Fund – 

Charles Schlegel, Paul Donecker, & Susan & Gary 

Wentzel 
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Don’t forget the St. Nicholas Endowment Fund! 
“With the heart of St. Nicholas, we are growing to be his hands, his feet, and his 

voice in the Selinsgrove & Snyder County for children, for the disadvantaged, the 

needy, and neglected.” 
 

   Goal to establish - $10,000.00   Total to date  - $8,162.00 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership Offering Income needed weekly for 2021 $627.00  

   Financial Offering received last week $761.00  

Responsibility Offering income needed for 2021 $32,600.00  

         Update Offering received to date (16th Week) $11,109.00  
 

Remember this is a parish newsletter.  Please give any news or happenings you would like to be considered to 

Ruth Ryan by email (bartonandruth@yahoo.com) or to the parish office (allsaints@ptd.net).  Articles must be 

received by 15 June to be included in the July/August edition.      

 
 

May Birthdays! 
 

5
th
 Lucien Brady 

17
th
 Matthew Brady 

21
st
 Ruth Ryan 

31
st
 Wendy Roden 

 

June Birthdays! 
 

2
nd

 Susan Wentzel 

9
th
 Benson Mattern 

12
th
 Roger Keister 

21
st
 Leigh Donecker 

 

 

Coffee Hour Schedule 
May    June 
02 Pat & John Nace  06 Roberta Garlock 

09 St. Andrew’s Guild  13 Dena Gentner 

16 Jim Rogers  20 St. Mary’s Guild 

23 Susan & Gary Wentzel  27 Emily & Bruce Johnson 

30 TBD 

 
May Anniversaries! 

 

19
th
  Pat & John Nace 

 

June Anniversaries! 
 

2
nd

 Krysta & Jason Posner 

25
th
 Susan & Gary Wentzel 

29
th
 Terry & Bob Stahley 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Saints Episcopal Church 
PO Box 119 

Selinsgrove, PA 17870 
 

 

       
 
 

Prayer for the Election 

Almighty God, to whom we must account for all our 

powers and privileges:  Guide the people of this 

community in the election of officials and 

representatives; that, by faithful administration and wise 

laws, the rights of all may be protected and our nation 

be enabled to fulfill your purposes; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.     Amen.       BCP, p. 822 


