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Physical address: 
 

129 North Market Street 

Selinsgrove, PA 17870  
 

Mailing:  
 

PO Box 119 

Selinsgrove, PA 17870 
 

Phone: (570) 374-8289 
 

Email: allsaints@ptd.net 
 

Priest in Charge: 
 

Canon Paul C. Donecker 
 

Phone: (570) 524-7050 

Email: archdpcd@aol.com 

Office hours: Mon 10am-Noon 

           Wed 9am-Noon 
 

Administrative Assistant: 
 

Charissa Brady 

Office hours: Mon & Wed 

           9am-3pm 
 

Vestry: 
 

Senior Warden: Jim Rogers 

Junior Warden: John Nace 

Clerk of the Vestry: Bart Ryan 

Treasurer: Laura Keister 

Assist. Treasurer: Jim Rogers 
 

Members: 
 

Emily Johnson (2019) 

John Nace (2019) 

Dena Gentner (2019) 

Barton Ryan (2020) 

Jim Rogers (2020) 

Roberta Garlock (2021) 

Laura Keister (2021) 

The Angel Gabriel & The Shepherds of Bethlehem 

     The angel said to Zachariah, ñDo not be afraid...for your prayer 

has been heard.  Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you 

will name him John.  I am Gabriel and I have been sent to speak to 

you and to bring you this news.ò 

     ñ...the angel Gabriel...came to her and said, ñGreetings favored 

one!  The Lord is with you...Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 

found favor with God...the child to be born will be holy; he will be 

called Son of God.ò  (Luke 1) 

     ñIn that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 

watch over their flocks by night...the angel said to them óDo not be 

afraid;...I am bringing you good news of great joy for all people: to 

you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Christ, 

the Lord...ô, when they saw this, they made known what had been 

told them about this child and all who heard it were amazed at what 

the shepherds told them.ò  (Luke 2) 

     God entrusted Gabriel to share the good news, and God entrusted 

the most impoverished people, who sleep in the fields with the 

sheep, to share the good news.  That good news, that Light, 

continues to shine in spite of all the darkness of the last 2,000 years.  

The darkness cannot overcome it. 

     We are the descendants of Gabriel and the angelic hosts, and we 

are the descendants of the lowly shepherds entrusted to share the 

good news of God in our day.  We are their descendants, not by 

DNA testing; we are their descendants by water and Spirit; we are 

their descendants by baptism.  So let us in this season of Christmas 

and Epiphany, spread the good news, spread the Light, entrusted to 

us by God.  And, if necessary, use words.  (St. Francis of Assisi) 

The mission of All Saints Episcopal Church is to enrich and transform through worship, 

education, service, generosity and caring conversation. 

http://allsaintsepiscopalofselingsgrove.com/
mailto:allsaints@ptd.net
mailto:archdpcd@aol.com
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Presiding Bishop Curryôs Christmas Message 2018 
Love came down at Christmas, because God so loved the world, that he gave. 

     In the Third Chapter of Johnôs Gospel, Jesus says at one point, ñGod so loved the world that he gave his 

only begotten Son, that all who believe in him should not perish but have everlasting life.ò 

     For years, Iôve often thought that that passage only referred to Jesus giving his life as a sacrifice on the 

cross.  And to be sure, that is part of what it means.  However, some years ago I was reading a 

commentary by Raymond Brown on the Gospel of John.  Professor Brown said that that passage not only 

speaks of Jesus willingly giving his life on the cross, but it actually speaks of Christmas, of God giving his 

very self, his very son to the world, not for anything God could get out of it, but for the good and the 

welfare and the well-being of the world.  Of us. 

     Someone once said, in a Christmas poem, ñLove came down at Christmas.ò  Thatôs what love is.  To 

give and not to count the cost.  To give, not for what one can get, but for what the other can receive.  

Thatôs what love is.  God so loved the world, that he gave. 

     I realized recently how powerful that passage really is, when I saw an old poster from 1938.  A poster 

produced by the Episcopal Church at that time, to encourage Episcopalians and other Christians, and other 

people of faith and good will, to do whatever they could to help Jewish refugees fleeing tyranny in Europe.  

To help people from all over Europe seeking refuge in America, this land of freedom.  The poster depicts 

Mary, Joseph, and the baby Jesus.  Theyôre fleeing persecution in Palestine, as Matthewôs Gospel says.  

And the poster depicting Mary, Joseph, and Jesus says in the tag line, ñIn the name of these refugees, help 

all refugees.ò 

     God so loved the world, that he gave, even to the point of risking his own son.  And in the name of 

those refugees, in the name of that Jesus, help all refugees, all people who suffer, anyone whoôs alone, 

everyone who is in need.  Thatôs what love does. 

     Love came down at Christmas, because God so loved the world, that he gave.   

     In those days, a decree went out from the Emperor Augustus, that all the world should be registered.  

Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem 

because he was a descendent from the House of David.  He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he 

was engaged, and who was expecting a child.  While they were there, she gave birth to her first-born son, 

and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the 

inn. 

     Meanwhile, in that region, there were shepherds, living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night.  Then the angel of the Lord stood above them.  And the glory of the Lord shone round about them, 

and they were terrified.  The angel said unto them, ñDo not be afraid, for behold, I am bringing you good 

news of great joy for all people.  To you is born this day, in the City of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 

the Lord.  This will be a sign.  You will find the child wrapped in bands of cloth, lying in a manger.ò 

     And suddenly, there was with the angels a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

ñGlory to God in the highest, and peace to all people on earth.ò 

Have a blessed Christmas.  Have a merry Christmas.  Have a joyful Christmas. 

God love you, God bless you, and may God hold us all in those almighty hands of love. 

The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry 

Presiding Bishop and Primate 

The Episcopal Church 
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                                                                                         19 December 2018 

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6) 

Dear Members of the Episcopal Diocese of Central Pennsylvania, 

     In the 8th century Before the Common Era, the prophet Isaiah shared a message with the people 

of Judah offering words of warning and consolation about the coming invasion of the Assyrians 

from the North. Using an imperial framework for his prophesy, Isaiah shared Godôs Word of 

deliverance and salvation to an oppressed people.  

     Isaiah gives us names for this coming King: ñWonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, and Prince of Peace.ò Most important, though, is that in all of these roles, the Savior is 

human. Flesh and Blood. God among us, like us, to save us. It is a profound and beautiful paradox 

that Godôs supreme solution to our sinfulness is to come among us, as one of us. One of our Proper 

Prefaces for our Eucharistic celebrations reminds us that Jesus was ñtempted in every way as we 

are, yet did not sin,ò and that it is by ñhis grace that we are able to triumph over evil,ò ourselves. 

     This Christmas, I invite you to consider what Name you have given Jesus. Comforter? Friend? 

Strength? Companion? Redeemer? Example? Deliverer? Leader? Healer? 

     The Jesus who comes to us, this Christmas, is exactly what each of us needs, in our own 

particularity.  

     Rejoice that God comes among us, to join us in our earthly walk, and to offer Godôs limitless 

and redemptive love, again, and again. 

With love and best wishes for a Holy and Blessed Christmas,  

 
The Rt. Rev. Audrey C. Scanlan 

XI Bishop 

 

 

 

@allsaintsofselinsgrovepa 
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Hello, 

     Hope you are well!  Iôm sending along the vestry endorsement for the priesthood that needs to be sent 

into the diocese.  My priesthood ordination date is scheduled for Feb. 9
th
 here in Amherst.  Itôs quite the 

trek from Selinsgrove, but I hope that anyone who would be interested from All Saintsô would feel 

welcome to come.  When a more formal invite is published, Iôll certainly send it along.  Anyway, Iôd be 

delighted to see you all! 

     A little update for you and anyone else who might be interested:  Life as curate at Grace Church has 

been exciting so far, and the fall seems to be passing by quickly!  Iôm doing a lot of things that are new for 

me in ministry ï like leading youth groups of middle and high schoolers, teaching a Confirmation class of 

eighth and ninth graders, supporting and organizing our Sunday School teachers, and helping lead a 

childrenôs worship service that we have once a month.  A highlight of my time at Grace so far has been 

giving my first childrenôs sermon based on the story of Hannah pouring out her soul before God in 1 

Samuel.  After talking a little bit about how God understands and hears all of our feelings, the kids got to 

choose from different emojis Iôd cut out that showed a variety of emotions and bring them forward to be 

prayed over; I even made some blank faces so they can draw on their own facial expressions, which they 

seemed to enjoy!  Iôve also started meeting with some of our college students at Grace and have been 

connecting with campus ministers at the various college campuses in Amherst to figure out how to best get 

involved.  Iôve also been involved in a range of other things in parish life ï preaching regularly at our two 

Sunday services and mid-week Wednesday service, visiting people in their homes, and organizing a 

reading featuring the writers of the congregation.  Western Mass. in the fall is quite gorgeous, and Iôm 

going to miss this season once when winter hits!  Iôve also been grateful to be about an hour and a half 

away from New Haven; I still regularly get to see friends who live there. 

     Iôve attached a few fun pictures (though Iôm realizing none have me in them, oops).  The first was from 

our celebration of All Angelsô.  I had the kids in our Sunday school classes make postcards with a message 

from an angel (many used Bible quotes attributed to angels) and then made copies of them on thicker paper 

so everyone in church could have one.  The second was from a youth group session on the Holy Spirit 

where I used various pieces of Pentecost art to prompt conversation.  The last picture was from our most 

recent youth group meeting where, in preparation for All Saintsô, we played a very difficult matching game 

Iôd devised ï pairing pictures of saints with fun facts/brief descriptions of them ï as a way of thinking 

about saints and our connection with them. 

     Any major updates at All Saintsô or life in Central PA?  Just saw Bishop Audrey at our convention here, 

as she was our guest speaker! 

Warmly, 

Megan 

Rev. Megan McDermott 

Curate, Grace Episcopal Church 

mmcdermott@gracechurchamherst.org 

413.256.6754 ext. 7004 

 

                                    

 

mailto:mmcdermott@gracechurchamherst.org
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Annual Meeting 

Sunday, 27 January 2019 
 

Immediately following worship 
 

     On January 27, 2019 we will be holding 

the Annual Meeting of the church which 

includes the election of new Vestry members 

and delegates to the Diocesan Convention.  

Those placed on the ballot at the November 

meeting of the Vestry are:  
 

Vestry: (3) 

John rank  
 

Diocesan Convention: (1) 

Dena Gentner 

Susan Wentzel - Alternate 
 

Susquehanna Convocation Council: (2) 

Ruth & Bart Ryan  

Laura & Rodger Keister - Alternates  
 

     Candidates may be nominated from the 

floor at the meeting, however all nominees 

must have agreed to be nominated and must 

also be qualified as candidates in accordance 

with the by-laws. 
 

      Following the annual meeting, St. 

Andrewôs Guild will host a luncheon.  The 

main course will be provided and there will 

be a signup sheet for sides dishes and 

desserts. 

     Reports will be available on 

Sunday, 20 January 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARTHAôS TABLE 

Our mission is ñto provide a wholesome, well prepared 

meal, at no cost, a safe social outlet and venue for 

companionship to all people who come.ò 

     We look forward to continuing this outreach 

for 2019. 

     The members of the Marthaôs Table board 

have been invited by Sun Area Tech (culinary) 

Institue to tour their kitchen on Jaunuary 8
th
 at 

10:30am.  This will be followed by a lunch.  

Three Sun Tech students have been  coming on 

the third Wednesday to help prepare the meal 

during the school year.  If you would like to 

attend, please contact Ruth or Bart Ryan. 

     Thank you to St. Pius for all the help you have 

become; it is a joy working with you and all the 

other community volunteers that help with 

Marthaôs Table 

     Remember we always can use your help if 

even for only a short time.   

21 January 2019 

 

 

Souper Bowl Sunday 

     As you know, people in our area are still in need 

of food so we're going to do Souper Bowl Sunday 

again in 2019 and thought we should put something 

in the Halo by way of an announcement to the 

parish.  We will start the collection of canned, non-

perishable food for the Selinsgrove Area Food 

Bank hosted by St. Paulôs United Church of Christ, 

Selinsgrove on January 6
th
 and finish on Super Bowl 

Sunday which is February 3
rd
.  As we have done in 

the past, there will be a basket or tub near the "Lady 

Altar" with a Souper Bowl sign in it, and the food 

will be delivered the week following the game. 

Jim Rogers 
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Disaster Preparedness: Evacuation and Sheltering-in-Place - With hurricane season proving treacherous, weôd like to 
remind you of a few best practices.  While hurricane warnings may call for people to evacuate from their homes and 

organizations, other kinds of disasters, can mean itôs best to stay put or to take shelter in your immediate surroundings. 

Evacuation: Know your route, know your destination - Nobody wants to think anything bad will happen, so many people 

avoid preparing.  Spending just a few minutes to do so, could save lives.  When entering a new space, take a moment to 

become familiar with exists and escape routes.  And check in with vulnerable parishioners to see if they have planned their 

evacuation routes and destinations.  Church leaders need to plan for evacuations, too.  Where will you go?  Because disasters 

are often unpredictable, itôs a good idea to have more than one evacuation plan at the ready.  Your anticipated route may be 

blocked, or you may be unable to book transportation out of the area. 

What to take, and how to prepare - Pack a go-bag in advance.  It will  contain the items you will need during evacuation.  

This should include medications, a flashlight, and extra food and water, at least.  If there is a possibility that you will evacuate 

by car, keep your gas tank topped off.  Gas stations may lose power and the demand for gas could be high, especially if you 

live in a densely populated area. 

Continued on pg. 7 

Letter to the Episcopal Church from the Presiding Bishop and President of the 

House of Deputies 

Statute of Limitations Suspension for Clergy Sexual Misconduct Begins January 1, 2019 

Advent 2018 

Dear People of God in the Episcopal Church: 

     Nearly a year ago, we issued a call for the church to examine its history and come to a fuller understanding 

of how we have handled or mishandled cases of sexual harassment, exploitation and abuse through the years. In 

particular, we asked to hear voices from the wider church at General Convention so that deputies and bishops 

might consider both how to atone for the churchôs past and shape a more just future. As followers of Jesus of 

Nazareth, as children of God with all people, we could do no less, and we must do more. 

     In July, General Convention considered 26 resolutions and one memorial addressing  issues the #MeToo 

movement has brought to light, many of them developed by the House of Deputies Special Committee on 

Sexual Harassment and Exploitation. One of these resolutions, Resolution D034, suspends for three years the 

canon (church law)  that places a time limit on initiating proceedings in cases of clergy sexual misconduct 

against adults. There is no time limit on reporting clergy sexual misconduct against children and youth under 

age 21. 

     As a result of this resolution, from January 1, 2019 until December 31, 2021, those who wish to bring a case 

of sexual misconduct against a member of the clergy will be able to do so, regardless of how long ago the 

alleged misconduct occurred. Allegations of misconduct can be made to the intake officer in the diocese where 

the alleged misconduct occurred, or, if the allegation is against a bishop, to the Office of Pastoral 

Development. You can learn how to reach the intake officer in a diocese by checking its website or calling the 

bishopôs office. 

     We hope that this temporary suspension of the statute of limitations will be one way for the church to come 

to terms with cases of sexual misconduct in our collective past. Between now and General Convention in 2021, 

laypeople, clergy and bishops appointed to several task forces created by the 2018 General Convention will be 

working on other ways of addressing these issues, including a process to help the church engage in truth-telling, 

confession, and reconciliation regarding our history of gender-based discrimination, harassment and violence. 

     We are grateful to the many deputies, bishops and other volunteers across the church whose careful work 

before, during, and after General Convention is helping our church move closer to the day when, having 

repented of our sins and amended our common life, we may be restored in love, grace and trust with each other 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Faithfully, 

The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry The Rev. Gay Clark Jennings 

Presiding Bishop and Primate President, House of Deputies 

https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=3fa84cb111&e=cfb14f2023
https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=6a6b3f4128&e=cfb14f2023
https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=565f37fb6b&e=cfb14f2023
https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=b018f8e570&e=cfb14f2023
https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=b018f8e570&e=cfb14f2023
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Dear Friends in Christ, 

     Earlier this year, Bishop Scanlan invited each 

convocation of the Diocese to explore opportunities 

to encourage collaboration among people and 

parishes.  The Susquehanna Convocation has 

discussed a number of possible projects, and weôve 

had numerous small and large discussions of where 

our desire to serve God more faithfully might lead.  

We gathered at Knoebelôs over the summer for 

worship and fellowship.  A subcommittee of the 

convocation also discussed how we might further 

combine worship with Christian formation and 

congregational renewal. 

     From the raw material of these many 

conversations, a project has now emerged.  A design 

group has come together to create a two-day retreat 

on February 1st and 2nd, timed to coincide with the 

Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord.  

     The attached flyer gives more details about the 

retreat, called Circling around The Light.  This 

event invites 24 participants to collaborate and 

create with one another in learning life-giving 

practices that will benefit both the attendees and, 

more importantly, our congregations.  Workshops 

will focus on the Enneagram, the Circle Way, and 

the Way of Love.  Worship will encourage 

participants to claim the light of God as a spiritual 

resource. 

     I hope your congregations will prayerfully 

consider participating. The retreat is limited to 24 

faithful people.  We will give preference to 

attendees from Susquehanna Convocation churches, 

but will also welcome others as space allows.  

Please let me know if you have any questions or 

require additional information. I look forward to a 

transformative experience when we come together. 

Blessings,                The Reverend Dr Howell Sasser  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donôt waste time - When the order to evacuate comes, donôt hesitate.  Otherwise, you may become trapped.  Listen to 

evacuation instructions and donôt deviate.  Donôt take shortcuts, you may encounter hazards.  Turn off utilities, such as water 

and gas, before you go.  You should unplug electrical appliances.  Wear sturdy, protective clothing and tell others where you 

are going, either by leaving a note or communicating to specific people when you have left and where you will be. 

Shelter in place - Know ahead of time which situations require sheltering in place versus elsewhere.  Be ready for the 

possibility that parishioners will hunker down in the church.  Have a fully stocked emergency kit that can meet all the needs of 

your parishioners and staff.  Depending on how long you will be sheltering in place, food rationing may be necessary.  So 

conserve food to allow everyone at your location to eat and drink during the entirety of the time that you will need to remain 

on your property.  Be especially careful that no one becomes dehydrated.  Give your parishioners peace of mind by letting 

them know that you have a plan for sheltering in place.  Raise awareness by running a drill, perhaps after services.  Practice 

moving toward the shelter area in an orderly fashion.  Ask about any special needs that should be accommodated or what you 

might want to add to your emergency kit.  Planning for a disaster can be daunting, but if you know how you will react in a 

variety of situations, you will be more prepared ð and that will make all the difference. 
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State Department Renews Contract with Episcopal Migration Ministries 

     The Department of State Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration announced that Episcopal Migration 

Ministries, along with the other eight national agencies responsible for resettling refugees in the United States, has 

been awarded a contract to participate in the Reception and Placement Program for fiscal year 2019. 

     ñWe are thankful we will continue to resettle refugees in the coming year,ò noted the Rev. Canon Charles K. 

Robertson, Canon to the Presiding Bishop for Ministry Beyond the Episcopal Church.  ñWe still face the challenge 

of transitioning to a much smaller resettlement program.  This, at a time when there are more than 25.4 million 

refugees, over half of whom are children.  With everyoneôs support, we will continue to welcome refugees to a 

place of safety and welcome.  

     Since the 1980s, Episcopal Migration Ministries has resettled over 90,000 refugees through a network of local 

partners, volunteers and supporters.  Episcopal Migration Ministries operates through a network of 14 partner 

offices to aid with housing, employment training, language services, medical services, and more. 

     As the iconic 1938 image from the Diocese of Southern Ohio invites us: ñIn the name of these refugees, aid all 

refugees,ò so in this season of giving, and in the name of the holiest refugees Mary, Joseph, and the Lord Jesus, aid 

all refugees today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ECW NEWS 

     Since January is a busy month, our next meeting 

will be February 10
th
 during coffee hour.   

Episcopal Church Womenôs Prayer 

Almighty God, we pray that you will bless our work 

and ministry in the world. Help us to pray fervently, 

labor diligently and give liberally to make known the 

power of your love given through son Jesus Christ. 

Let us not forget the lessons from the past nor fear the 

challenges of the future. Anoint us with your grace 

and shine in our hearts as we reflect your light 

throughout the world.    Amen 

 

 

 

 
Saint Andrewôs Menôs Guild 

ñTo Provide an opportunity for the men of All Saints 

to know one another better and as a group to reach 

out to help one another and all members to grow 

personally and spiritually.ò 
 

The next menôs breakfast is Saturday, January 

12
th
 at the Whetstone Kitchen in Selinsgrove 

at 9:00am. 
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February 2
nd

, 2018 

Presiding Bishop offers tribute to Former President George Herbert 

Walker Bush 

The following statement from Episcopal Church Presiding Bishop Michael Curry is in tribute to Former 

President George Herbert Walker Bush. 

June 12, 1924 ï November 30, 2018 

     With a grateful nation, and many around the world, we of the Episcopal Church give thanks to 

God, the source of life and love, for the life, the public and private witness of President George 

Herbert Walker Bush. 

     Through his enduring commitment to public service and his steadfast devotion to his family, 

he lived the way of Jesus through a life shaped by faith, hope and, above all, love.  Through his 

unswerving service to our country and to the human community around the globe, he embodied 

the noblest ideals of his faith and his country. 

     President Bush will be an enduring reminder that virtues like kindness, gentleness and 

goodness are among the things that truly endure, and that chart the way to our living as the human 

family of God. 

     In him we have beheld a great soul, and been reminded of the hope that, by Godôs grace, we 

can live likewise. 

     May his soul and the souls of all the departed rest in peace and rise in glory.     Amen. 

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry 

The Episcopal Church 

Prayer List 
Badman, Wayne & Sheri, friends of Paul Williams 

Bartoe, Carol- Marthaôs Table volunteer 

Beaver, Terri- friend of Dena Gentner 

Benfer, Dakota- grandson of Betty Wertz 

Breon, William- friend of Dena Gentner 

Casey, Sharon- friend of Dena Gentner 

Cervantes, Ayden- Packard family 

Cowan, Jim- friend of Dena Gentner 

Curry, Beverly- Member  

Danley, Willa Fae ï friend of All Saints 

Ehrsam, Aiden- great-grandson of Dena Gentner 

Ehrsam, Chris- grandson of Dena Gentner 

Felix, Carol & Jack- family of the Wentzelôs 

Haritos, Anne Marie- cousins of Dena Gentner 

Hoffman, Muriel- member 

Hoover, John- retired priest 

Hulsizer, Lois- friend of the Wentzelôs 

Irei family- friends of the Johnsons 

Irwin, David- friend of Paul Donecker 

Johnston, Jennifer- friend of Paul Donecker 

Krause, Darlene, Marthaôs Table volunteer 

Mertz, Joan- friend of Susan Wentzel 

McEvoy, Peggy- cousin of Dena Gentner 

Minier, Kay- friend of Susan Wentzel  

Mock, Dan- nephew of Susan Wentzel  

Nace, John- member  

Norwood, Mina- former member 

Praul, Ted- family of Dena Gentner 

Ranck, Debbie & John- member 

Roden, Wendy- member 

Ryan, David & Deirdre- Ryan family 

Shupe, Lillian- daughter of the Ryans 

Smith, Gordon- friend of Gary Wentzel 

Smith, Sonja & Carson- friends of Susan Wentzel 

Varner, Lora- family of Dena Gentner 

Wentzel, Susan & Gary- members 

Willard, Norma & Dick-friends of Susan Wentzel 

Zengel, Julia- friend of Paul Donecker 

Zimmerman, Peg, Randy & Joe- Susan Wentzelôs 

family 

Zimmerman, Doris- niece of Betty Wertz 
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The flowers and greens throughout the 

church were given to the Glory of God and 

in loving memory of: 

Arnold Gentner & George Praul by Dena Gentner 

Mary Ann & Amanda Rogers by Jim Rogers 

Members of the Ryan & Rainier families by Ruth 

& Bart Ryan 

Loved ones, friends, and family by Laura & 

Roger Keister 

The flowers and greens throughout the 

church were given to the Glory of God 

and in thanksgiving for: 

Noah, Ainsley, Haidyn & Adelaine by Leigh & 

Paul Donecker 

Charlie Knapp by Emily & Bruce Johnson 

All Saints by Jim Rogers 

All Saints church by Roberta Garlock 

The window candles were given: 

In loving memory of Dr. George R. & 

Mary T. Wentzel & Arthur & Ruth 

Zimmerman by Susan & Gary Wentzel 
 

Our deep appreciation & enormous thanks for 

the time & talents of Charles Knapp for 

planning & directing decorating of the Church 

& many thanks to all who helped to ñgreenò 

the church & to polish the brass. 

Thank you to Gary and Susan Wentzel for the 

window candles. 

bĕa 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Second Sunday at Six 

13 January: The Jubilate Bell Choir of 

Wesley United Methodist Church 

 
 

     The Jubilate Bell Choir is one of two bell 

choirs at Wesley UMC.  Most of the players 

in this choir were ñfoundingò members when 

the choir was established in 2012.  This choir 

continues to enjoy playing bells, learning 

new techniques and perfecting their ringing 

style.  They typically play once a month at 

both of our worship services and occasionally 

for special groups or services.  The group has 

also accompanied some choral anthems, and 

have worked on quartet ringing.  We look 

forward to new challenges every year. 

 

Music for Meditation is made possible by your 

generosity & the Rachel Klingensmith Music Fund.  

If you would like to sponsor a guest musician, 

please let us know.  Your gift will be greatly 

appreciated. 

 

18 February 2019 
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Advent Wreath 

      This past Advent season most of you 

probably noticed there were ñnewò candles in 

the Advent wreath. These candles were up 

cycled   (a term used on the Today Show on 

December 11, 2018).  The four 2.5ò were 

candles that have been sitting in a box in the 

sacristy.  These were hand painted using 

acrylic paint and candle medium. The gold 

bands were narrow masking tape painted gold.   

      The center pillar candle was made by 

melting down the stubs of many candles that 

were also lying around in the sacristy.  The 

mold for this candle was an oatmeal box.  If 

you look closely at it you can see the lines 

from the box.  The first attempt failed as the 

wick did not stay straight.   The second attempt 

did work better, though a little filing had to be 

done to make it stand right.  

  

 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study 
Epiphany 2019 

The Corinthian Correspondence 
 

     The setting for the ministry of Jesus was 

rural Galilee.  Thus, many of his parables have 

an agricultural theme.  But the Biblical record 

clearly shows that as Christianity spread 

through the Roman world, it was a largely 

urban phenomenon.  One of the earliest 

Christian churches was located in the very 

cosmopolitan seaport city of Corinth.  This 

church was founded by the Apostle Paul and 

the New Testament canon includes two letters 

that he wrote to the members of that church.  

As we revisit these ancient documents, we 

discover that they are remarkably relevant to 

the experience of churches in todayôs world.  

Join us Wednesday mornings at 10:30am in the 

library. 
 

January 9 Session One       Acts 18:1-18 

Many of the Corinthians who heard Paul became 

believers and were baptized. 
 

January 16 Session Two           II Corinthians 5  

If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 

everything old has passed away, everything has 

become new! 
 

January 23 Session Three        I Corinthians 13 

Now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will 

see face-to-face.  Now we know only in part; then 

we will know fully, even as we have been fully 

known. 
 

January 30 Session Four          II Corinthians 6  

I will be your father,  and you will be my 

sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty! 
 

February 6 Session Five          I Corinthians 15 

Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, 

always excelling in the work of the Lord, because 

you know that in the Lord your labor is not in 

vain. 
 

February 13 Session Six           II Corinthians 12 

Now you are the body of Christ and individually 

members of it. 

 

     Thank you to all who provided food for 

All Saints day dinner:  Paul Donecker, Dena 

Gentner, Ruth Ryan, Charlie Knapp, Pat and 

John Nace, Dee Mikita, Jim Rodgers, Gary 

Wentzel and Roberta Garlock. 

     We also thank Laura and Rodger Keister 

for doing the dishes. 
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Breath on me Breath of God" Hymn No. 

508 
 

This hymn was first published in 1878.  The 

words were written by Edwin Hatch (1835-1889) 

when he was 54.  The music that it is set to in our 

hymnal is called "Nova Vita" or New Life, which 

was written by Lister R. Pearce (1885-1969). 

However, the tune most used in the U.S. is called 

TRENTHAM and it was composed by Robert 

Jackson (1824-1914) in 1888.  Trentham is or 

was a small village in Stratfordshire, England. (I 

couldn't find it in my Atlas) that would be near 

Trent and Southeast of Liverpool.  Jackson wrote 

it originally for a text called "O Perfect Love of 

Life" by Henry Baker.  

 

Edwin Hatch was educated at Pembroke College 

in Oxford and was an Anglican minister in the 

slums of East London before teaching the classics 

at Trinity College in Quebec. He returned to 

Oxford and became the Vice-Principal of St. 

Mary's Hall. He was recognized as an authority 

on the early church. 

 

In spite of the high level of his scholarship, this 

hymn is simple and reveals a deep knowledge of 

scripture. The hymn draws from the crucifixion 

account by St. John (John 20:21-22) where Jesus 

says: "As the Father has sent me, even so send I 

you." And when he said this he breathed on his 

disciples and said "Receive the Holy Spirit". 

 

One hymnologist points out that the "hymn 

moves through various stages of Christian 

experience and discipline towards a unity with 

God". 

 

Read it yourself sometime, and you'll be able to 

feel the quiet elegance of this short, four-verse, 

masterpiece 

Jim Rogers 

 

Lenten Studies Program 

     The Lenten Studies Program will start 

on Thursday, 14 March 2019 and continue 

every Thursday evening for the following 

four weeks. 

     As we have in the past, there will be a 

light dinner with a choice of two soups, 

two salads and two types of bread starting 

at 6:00pm.  At 6:30pm we will begin the 

presentation and discussion period and at 

7:30pm.  We will all assemble in the Nave 

for Compline, finishing no later than 

8:00pm.  The topic this year will be 

Modern Saints and the Canticles. More 

information will be in the next issue! 

 
 

     Keep using your blue boxes.  Remember 

UTO stands for United Thank Offering.  So 

every time you are thankful put a few coins 

in your blue box.  If you need a new one, 

they are available on the table in the parish 

hall. The mission of the United Thank 

Offering is to expand the circle of thankful 

people. 

     The Spring Ingathering will be: 

Mothers Day, Sunday, 12 May 2019 


